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State hit with suit over care for kids 
Foster program in crisis, group says 

BY JACK KRESNAK
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

August 9, 2006

Years of budget cuts, the early retirement of hundreds of experienced social service 
workers and the state's failure to tap into federal funding all have contributed to a 
crisis in Michigan's foster care system, according to a federal lawsuit filed Tuesday 
against the state by a national children's advocacy group. 

The 65-page complaint, filed in U.S. District Court in Detroit by the New York-
based advocacy group Children's Rights, alleges civil-rights violations. The 
complaint says Michigan officials already know how badly the foster care system 
has been damaged during a decade of shrinking resources and increasing 
responsibilities.

"The objective is to attain system-wide reform in the foster care program in the 
state of Michigan which we believe is in serious disrepair and is resulting in injury 
to children who are in the system," said Richard Landau, a senior partner in the 
Dykema Gossett law firm in Detroit. The firm is acting as cocounsel with 
Children's Rights in the case for no fee. 

"This problem goes back many years. There were mass retirements from the 
department in the late 1990s and in early 2000. A lot of experience was lost and a 
lot of bodies were lost, and this had a direct impact on children," he said Tuesday. 

The lawsuit details the cases of four foster children listed as plaintiffs. One child, a 
7-year-old identified only as Dwayne, weighs just 40 pounds and is "on a daily 
dose of multiple psychotropic medications ... to address his uneven behavior." 

Another child, 16-year-old Carmela, became a foster child at age 2, but wasn't 
placed in a preadoptive home until nine years later. She never was adopted and 
now lives in a group home, and "her behavior continues to deteriorate," the lawsuit 
said. 

Thirteen-year-old Lisa has moved through 11 foster homes in three years and is 
"mad at the world," the lawsuit said.
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The fourth case concerns two sisters, now 16 and 18, and their 16-year-old brother, 
who went into foster care more than three years ago because of physical abuse and 
the effects of fetal alcohol syndrome. The children have multiple mental health and 
behavioral problems and have had multiple placements, the suit said, and are 
receiving little help as they age out of the foster care system. 

Named as defendants are Gov. Jennifer Granholm; Marianne Udow, director of the 
Department of Human Services; Laura Champagne, DHS' chief deputy director; 
and James Hennessey, head of the Children's Services Division. 

Udow this week acknowledged problems in the system but said the state has 
accomplished several changes, including finding more permanent homes for older 
youths in foster care, increasing background checks on adults living with children 
under state supervision, and improving the department's computer system so 
workers can see information generated in other counties. 

"DHS is disappointed that Children's Rights has failed to recognize the extent of 
progress made as a result of our reform effort begun three years ago, but we do 
share common goals for protecting children," Udow said. 

Larry Thurston of Petoskey, who with his wife, Susan, has been a licensed foster 
parent for two years, said Tuesday: "Maybe a lawsuit will get the state on the right 
track. We heartily agree that children linger far too long in foster care." 

The case was assigned to U.S. District Judge Nancy Edmunds. 

Contact JACK KRESNAK at 313-223-4544 or jkresnak@freepress.com.

Copyright © 2006 Detroit Free Press Inc.
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State's Foster Care System Under Fire 
Aug 9, 2006 06:45 AM EDT  

The state's foster care system is coming under fire. A national 
group called "children's rights" filed a lawsuit against 
Michigan's Department of Human Services.  

The group claims the state isn't placing enough foster children 
in permanent homes. Michigan's foster care system come 
under increase criticism. Now the scrutiny is coming from 
outside of the state. In a suit filed, children's rights, a national 
organization based in New York, claims the state isn't doing 
enough to find permanent homes for foster children- concerns 
shared by one local organization.  

Sharon Peters, President of Michigan's Children: "We need to 
have the kind of resources behind the services for kids."  

Sharon Peters is President of Michigan's Children. Her group 
isn't a part of the lawsuit, but she feels that changes do need 
to be made.  

Sharon Peters: "We want to see a much better system to take 
care of these very vulnerable kids."  

Director of Human Services, Marianne Udow, says that she 
understands that placing children in numerous homes can be 
stressful them, and says the state is looking at new ways to 
providing more stability with foster children."  

Marianne Udow, MI Department of Human Services: "We have 
now a family-to-family initiative where we work with families, 
birth families, foster families and the community early, 
because it's a shared responsibility for children between the 
departments and the communities."  

Udow says the allegations in the lawsuit against her office are 
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false.  

Marianne Udow: "There are many other statements in there 
about the services that we should be providing, in fact, the 
federal government recognized many of their concerns as 
strengths in Michigan."  

Both children's rights and DHS say they want to resolve this 
dispute quickly so they can concentrate more on providing 
stable homes for foster kids.  

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2006 WorldNow and WLNS. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service. 
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August 9, 2006 
Group sues state, claims 19,000 kids suffering in foster 
care 
Michigan officials say information in lawsuit is years old and doesn't consider 
reform efforts. 
Kim Kozlowski / The Detroit News 

The Michigan Department of Human Services has failed a 16-year-old girl who's endured 10 different 
placements, along with physical and sexual abuse while in foster care, according to a federal lawsuit filed 
Tuesday. 

Children's Rights, a national children's watchdog group that filed the lawsuit, says 19,000 foster children are 
also suffering because the state has been plagued by shortcomings in resources and services for years. As a 
result, abused and neglected children under the state's care are being hurt, suffer from a lack of physical and 
mental care and are forced to drift from home to home. 

"We believe children are being harmed in state custody," said Marcia Lowry, executive director of the New 
York-based organization that has previously filed lawsuits aimed at foster care reform in numerous other states. 

But Michigan officials counter the information outlined in the lawsuit is years old and doesn't consider the 
numerous reform efforts launched in recent years. Among those efforts are monthly background checks of 
foster families, additional training for child protection workers, nationally recognized efforts to intervene early in 
at-risk homes and reducing the number of foster care placements, along with efforts to find permanent homes 
for older state wards. 

"We believe we've made fundamental child welfare reforms," said Marianne Udow, director of the Michigan 
Department of Human Services. 

The lawsuit points to the 6,300 children available for adoption and 40 percent of children in unlicensed foster 
care homes. 

It's true there are 6,300 children looking for permanent homes, Udow said, but the suit fails to mention that 
2,800 children are adopted every year. Additionally, she said, there is nothing wrong with children being in 
unlicensed foster care homes. Most are relatives. 

She said the average number of placements a foster child experiences is two. 
Though she was uncertain of the facts of the egregious individual cases outlined in the lawsuit, she said they 

are not representative. 
"We are very concerned (about these cases) and we will be following up on each one," Udow said. "But they 

do not represent the picture that Michigan children in foster care face." 
You can reach Kim Kozlowski at (313) 222-2024 or kkozlowski@detnews.com. 

Return to regular web page 
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Undated - A national children's advocacy group is suing the state of Michigan over 
problems in the foster care system. The group, called Children's Rights, wants to 
force the Department of Human Services to move faster to correct problems. 
 
There are about 19,000 Michigan children in the foster care system. People on 
both sides of this lawsuit say they want to help the children; it's just a question of 
how, and how fast. 
 
The St. John's Home houses more than fifty children and teens who are in the 
Michigan foster care system. Many of the children who live here have been 
through multiple foster homes according to St. John's Director Mark Thomson. He 
says, “Having to adjust to new adults, new caretakers, is in and of itself trauma for 
kids and really needs to be reduced." 
 
That's just one problem that prompted Children's Rights to file suit against the Michigan Department of Human 
Services. Children's Rights Executive Director Marcia Robinson Lowry says, “The services aren't being provided to 
kids who need services. And a very large number of children have been legally free for adoption. But, have not bee 
adopted. Quite an extraordinarily high number in the state of Michigan." Children's Rights investigated some 
complaints about Michigan's foster care system, and found a shortage of foster care homes, high workloads for 
caseworkers, and other problems. Robinson Lowry explains, “Based on our conversations, we concluded that not 
enough was being done and certainly not being done aggressively enough. That's why we decided to move ahead 
with the lawsuit." 
 
The Department of Human Services counters that it is working on improvements. Director Marianne Udow says, 
"For the past three years, the Michigan Department of Human Services has been engaged in aggressive and 
fundamental reform of Michigan's child welfare system." 
 
Mark Thomson of St. John's Home thinks both sides of this lawsuit have children's best interests at heart. He says, 
“Maybe, ironically, this will lend some impetus to the pace, something DHS wants desperately." 
 
The State of Michigan and Children's Rights say they plan to sit down soon and negotiate a settlement. DHS says 
the state wants to avoid legal fees and focus on protecting Michigan children. 
 
Web Editor:  John Bumgardner, Assignment Desk    

 
Web Editor:  Amy Fox, Reporter    
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Advocacy group sues state over child welfare 

LANSING, Mich. A national child advocacy group says it will sue the state on behalf of 19-
thousand children it alleges are being harmed in foster care, NOT receiving basic physical and 
mental health care, and NOT getting adopted. 

The state says it will meet with New York-based Children's Rights to avoid lengthy litigation. 

The federal lawsuit will be filed tomorrow in Detroit. 

Department of Human Services Director Marianne Udow says she agrees the system needs to be 
reformed but criticized the group for making "inflammatory" accusations. 

She says 19-thousand children are NOT being hurt in foster care today. 

Udow says both sides may agree on common goals, many of which she says the state already 
has initiated. 

The suit is expected to identify alleged systemic problems, including poor monitoring of child 
safety and high caseloads. 

Copyright 2006 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Advocacy group sues state over child welfare 

LANSING, Mich. A national child advocacy group says it will sue the state on behalf of 19-
thousand children it alleges are being harmed in foster care, NOT receiving basic physical and 
mental health care, and NOT getting adopted. 

The state says it will meet with New York-based Children's Rights to avoid lengthy litigation. 

The federal lawsuit will be filed tomorrow in Detroit. 

Department of Human Services Director Marianne Udow says she agrees the system needs to be 
reformed but criticized the group for making "inflammatory" accusations. 

She says 19-thousand children are NOT being hurt in foster care today. 

Udow says both sides may agree on common goals, many of which she says the state already 
has initiated. 

The suit is expected to identify alleged systemic problems, including poor monitoring of child 
safety and high caseloads. 

Copyright 2006 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2006 WorldNow and WLNS. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service. 

Page 1 of 1Advocacy group sues state over child welfare

8/9/2006http://www.wlns.com/global/story.asp?s=5251058&ClientType=Printable



Michigan Report 
 
August 8, 2006 
 

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS SUES OVER FOSTER 
CARE SYSTEM 
 
Michigan is not doing enough to protect foster care and to ensure their needs, including 
permanent placement, are being met, said New York-based Children’s Rights in a federal 
lawsuit filed Tuesday.  But state officials said the group is ignoring that the Department 
of Human Services is already working to resolve those concerns. 
 
Among the concerns raised by Children’s Rights is that the state is not adequately 
monitoring the safety of foster children, nor is it providing the mental and physical health 
care they need.  The state also is not spending enough money on the foster care program 
and is not able to keep foster care workers on the job. 
 
While Michigan has the seventh largest population of foster children, it is 12th among 
states in its ratio of state and local funds to federal funds. 
 
“These problems are long-standing, and they need to be addressed with urgency,” said 
Marcia Robinson Lowry, executive director and founder of Children’s Rights. 
 
Ms. Lowry praised the state for offering immediate settlement negotiations over the 
lawsuit. 
 
But Human Services Director Marianne Udow said the settlement offer was about saving 
money, not an acknowledgement of any wrongdoing or need to change direction. 
 
“DHS is disappointed that Children's Rights has failed to recognize the extent of progress 
made as a result of our reform effort begun three years ago, but we do share common 
goals for protecting children,” Ms. Udow said in a statement.  “We will be meeting with 
Children’s Rights to discuss options for avoiding lengthy litigation that would consume 
financial and human resources that should be focused on protecting Michigan’s children.” 
 
Among the improvements Ms. Udow touted were increased background checks for 
caregivers, improved training of state workers, and the Family-to-Family early 
intervention initiative, all aimed at improving the safety of children, both in foster care 
and with their parents. 
 
The state also has a new computer system that allows all workers contacting a foster child 
to also have access to all records on that child and his or her family. 
 
Sara Bartosz, Children’s Rights’ lead attorney in the case, acknowledged that the state 
has been working to improve the system, but she said it still has far to go.  “Our 
investigation showed a number of serious gaps in services and problems with the 
system,” she said. 
 
And she said a court order, whether reached by settlement or trial, would ensure that the 
reforms underway now, and any additional needed, would continue. 
 
“Even the best reforms lose steam over time,” she said. 



Tension surges in Raven case 
Results on tests of burned child could take a week 

BY JOE SWICKARD and JACK KRESNAK 
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS 

August 9, 2006 

Prayers and rumors swirled and family emotions flared 
Tuesday along McDonald Street on Detroit's west side as the 
search for Raven Jeffries, a 7-year-old girl who disappeared 
in her flowered flip-flops, stretched into its fifth day. 

The tension between faith and fear -- which erupted Tuesday 
when one of Raven's older brothers rushed a TV reporter 
during an on-scene report -- could be pulled even tauter over 
the days to come. State Police say it will take a week to 
determine whether the remains of a severely burned child 
found Monday in Romulus are Raven's. 

Raven's family had hoped for word Tuesday that the body 
was not their little girl. 

The emotions were in evidence as Raven's brother, 19-year-
old David Hosler, sprinted at WXYZ-TV (Channel 7) 
reporter Kimberly Craig as she reported from the family's 
home during the noon newscast. His voice breaking, Hosler 
pleaded with her not to link the burned body to his little 
sister. 

"That means you people do not have faith," he shouted. 

Minutes later, his and Raven's mother, Brenda Jeffries, 
spoke quietly with Craig off-camera -- apologizing. 

Brenda Jeffries said the lack of any official word for so long 
is agonizing for the family. 

"So far, we haven't heard anything," she said. "It sure does 
make waiting hard." 

Home | Back

 

An improvised shrine for 
Raven Jeffries, missing since 
Friday, sits Tuesday on a lot 
near her family's home on the 
west side of Detroit. Police are 
trying to learn whether the 
remains of a child found in 
Romulus are hers. (Photos by 
DAVID P. GILKEY/Detroit 
Free Press) 

Amber Alerts help 
40 Mich. kids 

The Amber Alert 
Plan is a partnership 
among law 
enforcement, 
broadcasters and 
transportation 
agencies to activate 
an urgent bulletin in 
the most serious 
child-abduction 
cases. 

 
The alert asks 
people to call police 
if they see a child 
who was reported 
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Tuesday evening, family members, friends and neighbors 
clasped hands in a prayer circle, surrounding an array of 
candles placed in a vacant lot near the family's weathered 
yellow-and-gray bungalow. 

As the impassioned prayers for Raven's safe return 
increased, police investigations pushed ahead in both Detroit 
and Romulus, the former looking for a missing person, the 
latter, trying to identify a body police say bears a general 
resemblance to Raven. 

The missing girl is 4 feet, 2 inches tall and weighs 65 
pounds. An Amber Alert was issued for her Friday and 
remains active. 

Officials in Detroit and Romulus reiterated that they could 
not definitively link the body found in a field Monday to the 
missing child, and a spokesman for the Wayne County 
Medical Examiner's Office said a preliminary autopsy failed 
to identify the body. A forensic dentist was called in to try to 
identify the body as well. 

Meanwhile, the Michigan State Police forensic laboratory in Northville is using 
DNA taken from the burned body to determine whether it matches hair samples 
from Raven. While some cases in the lab may be backlogged as long as six 
months, a case involving a missing child jumps to the head of the line. 

But even a high priority analysis takes several days. 

Tara Reinholz, a forensic scientist in the Northville DNA unit, said the lab was still 
awaiting samples they could use for the comparisons. Once the samples are in 
hand, it will take about a week to complete the tests. 

"This isn't a typical case," Reinholz said. "With a child, we reprioritize." 

Raven is one little girl among hundreds of children who have been reported 
missing in Michigan. 

According to State Police, there were 594 children ages 14 and younger missing in 
the state as of July 1, the most recent date for which statewide statistics were 
immediately available. 

Of those, 116 were African-American girls reported missing in Detroit. 

As the FBI, State Police and Detroit homicide detectives continued their 

missing or abducted. 

 
So far this year, 
there have been 41 
Amber Alerts in 
Michigan, 12 of 
them in Wayne 
County, according to 
the Michigan State 
Police. 

 
The only child 
mentioned in an 
Amber Alert who 
has not been found 
is Raven Jeffries. 

 
Jack Kresnak 
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investigation Tuesday, several men from Raven's neighborhood who are registered 
sex offenders were being questioned. Detroit police spokesman James Tate said a 
number of people had been questioned -- some more than once -- and several 
persons were given polygraph examinations. 

"We have questioned just about everybody in that neighborhood," Tate said. 

No one was in custody, however, he said. 

Rumors circulated along McDonald Street that at least one person, and perhaps 
more, had failed the polygraph tests. 

Tate refused to discuss any test results but said that so-called failures are not 
necessarily proof of lying. Stress and heightened emotions can skew results, he 
said. 

More than 50 registered sex offenders share the child's ZIP code. 

Romulus Detective Sgt. Jeff Lazarski said the burned body was found near a two-
track trail by an engineer doing maintenance work on a radio transmitter tower. 

"It's fairly accessible area," Lazarski said. "You could drive right down there." 

Romulus police said they took a man into custody Monday morning near the scene 
where the burned body was found, but released him after several hours of 
questioning. 

Scott Gagnon, 39, of Wayne said he was hunting gophers. 

"They wanted to know who I was and what I was doing out there," Gagnon said. 
"They let me go after they checked everything, but it was scary." 

Contact JOE SWICKARD at 313-222-8769 or jswickard@freepress.com. 

Copyright © 2006 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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August 9, 2006 
Search for girl, prayers continue 
Wayne Co. authorities haven't begun autopsy on burned corpse found Monday; 
family keeps hopes alive. 
Ronald J. Hansen / The Detroit News 

DETROIT -- Police and friends throughout southwest Detroit continued searching Tuesday for 7-year-old 
Raven Jeffries while Wayne County authorities tried to identify a badly burned child's corpse discovered in a 
Romulus field. 

As they have since she vanished Friday night, Raven's family spent another anxious day waiting by their 
phones and praying while neighborhood residents continued posting fliers across Metro Detroit. 

"No one has talked to me yet," said Brenda Jeffries, Raven's mother, on Tuesday afternoon. 
At midday, the Wayne County Medical Examiner's Office had not photographed or begun an autopsy on the 

remains found in a field Monday morning, said Betty Boyd, the director of administration for the agency. The 
process would likely take some time, Boyd said. Officials at the Medical Examiner's Office said there were no 
dental X-rays to examine. 

The Jeffries family remained hopeful, said the Rev. Ray Foster of Fair Hill Missionary Baptist Church in 
Detroit. 

"The family is really trying to hold each other up," he said. 
"We're still hoping and still praying. Prayer is the key that unlocks the door," he said. 
Raven disappeared after Jeffries, 41, said she left her house on McDonald Street to pick up items for a 

barbecue. Her brother, David Hosler, 19, said the girl asked to play by his house several doors down. He told 
her no, then took a shower, he said Monday. He never saw her again. 

Sources familiar with the investigation said that police interviewed a person of interest on Saturday who 
failed a polygraph test. 

But Detroit police spokesman James Tate said investigators have not settled on any suspects. 
He said the department is still treating the matter as a missing-person case. 
You can reach Ronald J. Hansen at (313) 222-2019 or rhansen@detnews.com. 
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Family Prays For 
Missing Girl's Safe 
Return 
Police Work To Identify 
Body Of Child 
 
POSTED: 6:40 pm EDT August 8, 2006 
 
DETROIT -- The family of a missing 7-
year-old Detroit girl prayed for her safe return while police continued to investigate the 
discovery of a child's body in Romulus.  
Raven Jeffries was last seen on McDonald Street in southwest Detroit outside the front 
door of her home at about 7 p.m. on Friday, according to police and Local 4 reports. 
Her brother, David Hosler, asked her to stay on the porch while he went down the 
street, according to Brenda Jeffries, the child's mother.  
Brenda Jeffries thought her daughter was at a neighbor's house, until the family could 
not locate the girl, Local 4 reported.  
An Amber Alert was issued and police spent the weekend using tracking dogs, 
searching abandoned homes, woods and waterways in southwest Detroit.  
The body of a young girl was found in Romulus on Monday, but police have not yet 
identified the child. Investigators went to Raven's family on Tuesday to obtain the girl's 
baby teeth and photographs of her smiling to see if there is a match with the remains 
found.  
Raven's family is staying positive while they await word, Local 4 reported. A prayer 
vigil was held with family and friends in their neighborhood on Tuesday.  
"We're not giving up," said family pastor, the Rev. Ray Foster.  
The family continues to distribute flyers and spread word of their missing child.  
"I'm just desperately crying out right now to whoever's got my daughter to please bring 
her back home," said Brenda Jeffries.  
Hosler broke into tears during a prayer vigil saying, "I promise I will never let her out 
of my sight again."  
Raven is described as 4 feet 2 inches tall, 65 pounds and was wearing a light blue 
button-down shirt, pajama bottoms and flip flops with flowers on them, according to 
police.  
 
Anyone with information can call Detroit police at 313-596-5314. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
'He didn't do a thing to try to save that baby'  
Wednesday, August 09, 2006 

By Elizabeth Piet and Nate Reens 

The Grand Rapids Press 

NEWAYGO COUNTY -- John Murphy III couldn't hide from police if his baby was crying.  

So he clamped his hand over his 10-month-old son's mouth to silence him, accidentally suffocating the boy, 
police believe.  

Jayden Murphy died in the arms of his fleeing father, who dashed through woods and later hid under a 
kitchen sink, according to allegations revealed in newly released court records.  

Jayden's grandmother is disgusted by the allegations, which have Murphy jailed on a manslaughter charge. 

"How do you live with yourself when you killed your son -- my daughter's baby and my grandchild -- just 
because you're running from the cops?" Tonya Ferguson said. "If he just stops and turns himself in, JJ is 
still alive and no one goes through this.  

"He doesn't know what he's putting this family through."  

Murphy, 25, told police a different story. He said he noticed after he left his car that Jayden wasn't 
breathing. He took the boy out of a car seat after he struck a camper trailer following a short police chase 
Sunday. He told police he tried to resuscitate the child three times.  

The events began at 9:15 p.m. when a state trooper pulled Murphy over for a minor traffic violation in 
Newaygo County. He did not have a valid license and also had a bench warrant out for his arrest.  

A trooper talked to Murphy and, when the officer returned to his car, Murphy fled. Police initially pursued 
him before holding back, fearing for the infant's safety, Detective Sgt. Richard Miller testified in court while 
obtaining a warrant to arrest Murphy.  

After the traffic crash, police say, Murphy got his son out of the car and ran through the woods.  

Murphy ducked into a trailer he shared with the baby's mother, Brandi Coronado, as police searched a barn 
on the property on 80th Street, west of Newaygo, Ferguson said. He laid the child on the floor and then hid 
in a cupboard underneath the kitchen sink, according to police and Ferguson.  

The mother then noticed the baby wasn't breathing and ran outside to get police.  

"He didn't do a thing to try to save that baby, his own baby," said Ferguson, Coronado's mother.  

On Tuesday, Ferguson remembered the "light of her life," a child who loved playing in the grass and having 
a cousin tickle his toes. Now she and Coronado, 22, never will see the boy walk and will have to spend 
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holidays without him, she said.  

"How do you fill that gap? How do you replace seeing him smile and those five little teeth sticking out of his 
happy face? You don't. You can't."  

Murphy, who is jailed on a $100,000 bond, faces 15 years in prison if convicted of manslaughter. He has 
prior convictions for arson and breaking into a car.  

Relatives and friends gathered Tuesday at the Kroeze-Wolffis Funeral Home in Fremont for a visitation 
service.  

Jayden lay in a small white casket -- his body beneath a light blue blanket and stuffed animals tucked 
around him. Many at the service wore a colorful hand print cut-out reading "Jayden" over their hearts.  

Ferguson said her family is angry Murphy can't be sentenced to a life term if convicted.  

"It should be an eye for an eye," Ferguson said. "We're burying him (today). But that guy gets another 
chance at some point."  

Chrissy Perales, a neighbor of Murphy, saw police looking for the suspect Sunday night and was upset to 
learn that Murphy allegedly took his son's life.  

"It makes you think, 'What was he thinking?'" said Perales, who has an 8-month-old son. "That guy was 
crazy."  

Send e-mail to the author: nreens@grpress.com  
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Police: Dad smothered infant while fleeing cops  
Wednesday, August 09, 2006 

By Elizabeth Piet and Nate Reens 

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE 

NEWAYGO COUNTY -- On the run from police, John Murphy III allegedly wanted to quiet his 10-month-old 
son, Jayden, whose cries could have alerted the officers he was trying to evade as he dashed through the 
woods.  

State police detectives say Murphy's attempt to run to freedom after a Sunday traffic stop led to his son's 
death, with an autopsy showing the infant suffocated when the 25-year-old father allegedly clamped his 
hand over the child's mouth.  

The claim, which has Murphy jailed on a manslaughter charge, disgusts Jayden's grandmother, Tonya 
Ferguson.  

"How do you live with yourself when you killed your son, my daughter's baby and my grandchild, just 
because you're running from the cops?" Ferguson said. "If he just stops and turns himself in, 'JJ' is still alive 
and no one goes through this.  

"He doesn't know what he's putting this family through."  

Murphy ducked into a trailer he shared with the child's mother, Brandi Coronado, on 80th Street near the 
city of Newaygo, as police searched a barn on the property, Ferguson said. He laid the child on the floor 
and then hid in a cupboard underneath the kitchen sink, according to police and Ferguson.  

"He didn't do a thing to try to save that baby, his own baby," said Ferguson, Coronado's mother.  

Murphy told authorities Jayden wasn't breathing when he took the boy out of a car seat after he struck a 
camper trailer following a short police chase.  

A state trooper pulled over Murphy for a minor traffic violation about 9:15 p.m. He did not have a valid 
license and had a bench warrant out for his arrest.  

A trooper talked to Murphy and, when the officer returned to his car, Murphy fled. Police initially pursued 
him before holding back, fearing for the infant's safety, Detective Richard Miller said.  

After crashing his vehicle, police say Murphy got his son out of the car, ran through the woods and entered 
the trailer. He claims he tried to resuscitate the child three times with no success, Miller said.  

Coronado ran outside and yelled for police after discovering the baby was not breathing, according to 
police.  

On Tuesday, Ferguson remembered the "light of her life," a child who loved playing in the grass and having 
a cousin tickle his toes. Now she and Coronado never will see the boy walk and will have to spend holidays 
without him.  
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"How do you fill that gap?" Ferguson asked. "How do you replace seeing him smile and those five little teeth 
sticking out of his happy face? You don't. You can't."  

Murphy, who is jailed on a $100,000 bond, faces 15 years in prison if convicted of manslaughter. He has 
prior convictions for arson and breaking into a car.  

Ferguson said her family is angry that Murphy can't be sentenced to a life term if convicted. Relatives and 
friends gathered Tuesday at the Kroeze-Wolffis Funeral Home in Fremont for a visitation.  

Jayden lay in a small white casket, his body beneath a light blue blanket and stuffed animals tucked around 
him. Many at the service wore a colorful hand print cut-out reading "Jayden" over their hearts.  

"It should be an eye for an eye," Ferguson said. "We're burying him (today). But that guy gets another 
chance at some point."  

Chrissy Perales, a neighbor of Murphy's, saw police looking for the suspect Sunday night and was upset to 
learn that Murphy allegedly took his son's life.  

"It makes you think, 'What was he thinking?' " said Perales, who has an 8-month-old son. "That guy was 
crazy."  
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Girl Claims She Was Dragged, Raped Inside 
Abandoned Home  
Hamtramck Police Investigate 
  
POSTED: 4:19 pm EDT August 8, 2006 
 
A local girl is being treated after telling police she was dragged into an abandoned home 
and raped.  
The incident occurred in Hamtramck on Carpenter Street. The 16-year-old girl said she 
was dragged inside the home and raped just before 1 p.m. on Tuesday, according to 
police.  
Officials said they are having a hard time communicating with the girl, who may be 
mentally retarded. But, the girl and witnesses from the area were able to give police a 
detailed description of the attacker, Local 4 reported.  
Police have arrested one man who they said admitted to having some sexual contact with 
the girl, saying he "made out" with her, but has not confessed to sexual assault, according 
to the station's reports.  
The girl was taken to Children's Hospital to be checked out.  
Some witnesses told police that more than one person could have been involved. If you 
gave any information, call Hamtramck police.  
 
Copyright 2006 by ClickOnDetroit.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
 
 



 
4-year-old burned while playing with cigarette lighter  
Wednesday, August 09, 2006 

By Lisa Medendorp 

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

A 4-year-old girl who set her clothing ablaze Tuesday afternoon while playing with a cigarette lighter was 
listed in critical condition this morning at DeVos Children's Hospital in Grand Rapids.  

Je'Niyah Poole, the daughter of Shareena Poole, 3137 Fifth, suffered second- and third-degree burns to the 
upper part of her body, according to police and fire officials.  

The child and her 7-year-old sister were being cared for by a baby sitter at the home of her uncle, Calvin 
Poole, 460 Orchard, when the victim got hold of the lighter.  

The 18-year-old baby sitter, a third-shift worker, had fallen asleep, according to Muskegon police.  

"At some point, the 7-year-old went into the bathroom and found the 4-year-old standing there on fire with 
the lighter in her hand," said Detective Sgt. Monica Shirey.  

The baby sitter was awakened by the children and tried to put the fire out.  

Muskegon Fire Marshal Major Metcalf said the baby sitter tried to put the blaze out with water and tried to 
unzip the garment the victim was wearing. It was too hot, he said, and the baby sitter burned her hands, 
which were left blistered.  

Metcalf said the proper action to take in such a situation is to make the victim "stop, drop and roll," and to 
look for some type of heavy cover such as a blanket to smother the fire.  

But the baby sitter was faced with "a young child on fire, moving around and telling you how much pain 
she's in. It was a very difficult situation," Metcalf said.  

Metcalf said it is important to try to stay calm when faced with a situation such as the baby sitter found 
herself in Tuesday. "You have to get the child on the ground," he said, and in making the child stop, drop 
and roll, "you also have to get the child to cover their face with their hands to protect it."  

The baby sitter called 911 and Muskegon firefighters were dispatched at 3:48 p.m. The child was taken to 
Hackley Hospital, then transferred to DeVos Children's Hospital.  

Police and an assistant Muskegon County prosecutor went to Hackley Hospital after the incident.  

"At this point, the investigation is ongoing," Prosecutor Tony Tague said this morning. "Certainly this is a 
very significant injury to a child who had been left unattended."  

Metcalf said cigarette lighters and matches should be kept where children can't reach them. And children 
should be taught that if they find a lighter or matches, "to give them to a responsible adult and not to play 
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with them," he said.  

If parents discover their child playing with a lighter or matches, they should contact their local fire 
department during business hours and make arrangements for a fire official to talk to their child about fire 
safety.  

Muskegon County also has a "Fire Match" program that provides educational services and counseling to 
young children who have set fires. Local fire departments have information about the program.  
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A new way to track sex offenders 
Updated: Aug 8, 2006 07:19 PM EDT  

By BRAD EDWARDS 

GRAND RAPIDS -- Top law enforcement officials were in Grand 
Rapids Tuesday to announce a new weapon in tracking down sex 
offenders who have seemingly vanished. 

It's the Michigan State Police Sex Offender Registration Unit, an 
online tool to alert the public to the 10 Most Wanted sex 
offenders on the lam. As it stands, prisoners who complete their 
sentence have 10 days after their release to notify local law 
enforcement of their new address.  

The police are going public asking for help. 

"We're asking the public to take a look and let us know where these offenders are living," said 
Col. Peter Munoz of the Michigan State Police. 

Among the 10 is Dennis Malone, whose last reported address was in Grand Rapids. Malone has 
seven sex offense convictions to his name, including victims under 13-years-old. He hasn't 
checked in in more than a year. 

This web site is part of a growing tracking system the police use. 

In the past 10 months, the police have conducted 6600 random residence checks statewide and 
arrested 1400 absconders.  

At today's announcement, Gov. Jennifer Granholm said parole officers will get trained on how to 
track down sex offenders who use MySpace.com to target children. She also encouraged 
legislators to pass a law requiring prisoners to provide their residence to parole officers before 
they're released. 

"The more information we provide to the public, the better partner they become in helping keep 
our streets and neighborhoods safe," Munoz said.  

On the Net: 

Michigan State Police Sex Offender Registry Unit 

Background checks on online predators 

Governor Jennifer Granholm and law 
enforcement officials discuss the new 

plan to track sex offenders. 

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2006 WorldNow and WOODTV. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service. 
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State tightens reins on sex offenders, Net abusers  
Wednesday, August 09, 2006 

By Kathryn Prater 

The Grand Rapids Press 

GRAND RAPIDS -- The state is cracking down on sex offenders who refuse to check in with authorities and 
who use the Internet to prey on children.  

During a stop here Tuesday, Gov. Jennifer Granholm announced state police have a new Web site showing 
names and faces of the top 10 sex offenders who have failed to register their whereabouts with the 
government. She also said the state soon will track registered sex offenders who victimize children through 
MySpace.com, a popular social networking site.  

The Michigan Department of Corrections plans to train parole agents to use the same methods as Internet-
savvy criminals.  

They will "walk the halls of cyberspace to ensure that sex offenders are not using technology to locate and 
to stalk victims," Granholm said at a news conference at the Grand Rapids Public Library's main branch.  

"As wonderful as technology is for easing communications, it's also a tool that makes children vulnerable," 
she said.  

MySpace has more than 8 million users younger than 18, according to the governor's office.  

The state police's new "Have You Seen Me?" top 10 list of absconders will "help us locate the worst 
offenders -- those individuals convicted of felony criminal sexual conduct, who have blatantly disregarded 
their responsibility to report their address to law enforcement and may be out there with the intent of preying 
on our children," state Police Director Col. Peter Munoz said.  

The site, michigan.gov/absconders, will be updated regularly. Under the state's sex offender law, registered 
offenders must report their addresses and verify them quarterly or yearly, depending on their offense, he 
said.  

Fifth on the current list is Dennis Malone, a 49-year-old sex offender who last reported a 2005 address in 
Grand Rapids. The site lists seven offenses for Malone, six of which involved children younger than 13.  

Anyone with information regarding the whereabouts of those on the Top 10 list should call the Michigan 
State Police Sex Offender Registry Unit at (866) 761-7678.  

"We are reaching out to concerned citizens and parents to send a message to sex offenders: You can run, 
but you can't hide," Munoz said.  

Send e-mail to the author: kprater@grpress.com  
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Forgiveness is key to breaking the cycle of 
violence 
 
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle 
 

(August 8, 2006) — As a child, Lois Einhorn was brutalized by her parents, especially 
her father. She has written a book recounting in horrific but limited detail what she 
endured and her struggle to forgive — her parents and herself, since she had come to 
blame herself for her parents' behavior.  

Einhorn is a professor of communication at the State University of New York at 
Binghamton. The book, Forgiveness and Child Abuse: Would You Forgive? (Robert D. 
Reed Publishers, $22.95), begins with a 13-page narrative by Einhorn, describing her 
abuse and its impact, followed by 53 responses to her question — what would you do?  

The responders include writers, doctors, therapists, clergy, activists and artists. 
 
I picked up the book because I am interested in the possibility that forgiveness might 
have a transformative role in curbing the violence that is too common on our streets. 
WXXI (Channel 21) has been awarded a grant by the Michigan-based Fetzer Institute, 
and with help from several Rochester institutions will begin a yearlong Storytelling for 
Healing campaign this fall.  

This project will give individual Rochesterians a chance to talk about how they've been 
forgiven or offered forgiveness, how and why and what it meant to them — with the goal 
of helping the community understand how love and forgiveness can change lives and 
understanding how these qualities can be cultivated.  

After she describes a "typical abuse day" full of sexual torture, beatings, strangulation, 
being forced to kill small animals and abuse her own sister, Einhorn says that she has not 
forgiven her parents, now long deceased. "I still have no desire to forgive my parents," 
she writes. She says she felt no bitterness and sought no revenge but could not forgive her 
parents because she could not forgive herself. "I smothered my conscience, hardened my 
heart, deadened my humanity, and numbed my compassion," she writes. "I feel crushing 
guilt, shame and embarrassment for complying with my parents."  

Many of her responders encouraged her to find a way to forgive; others said bluntly that 
they saw no good reason to forgive. As you read Einhorn's account and her responders', 
it's clear that forgiveness is not so simple as saying, "Yes, I forgive you."  

In her conclusion, Einhorn talks about her personal healing, which led to forgiveness. 
 
"Fortunately, my parents never got my soul," she writes. "No part of me ever identified 
with them ... I have stopped trying to answer the questions, 'How did I prevent my 



parents from seizing my soul?' Instead, I feel blessed that they did not succeed in doing 
so."  

For years, she says, "I believed the word (forgiveness) implied condoning." In time she 
came to understand that forgiveness is the key to a victim's being able to move forward 
without resentment. It is essential to breaking the cycle of violence — in abusive 
families, and on our streets, where violence begets violence.  

Can forgiveness be part of a public strategy to halt violence in our streets? 
 
Yes, Einhorn told me, suggesting the South African Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission as a model — as a way for people to tell their stories and help the 
community understand how violence affects real lives.  

Maybe that can lead to healing and forgiveness. 
 
"Forgiveness does not mean condoning," Einhorn told me. "It is about justice — but 
justice that is restorative, not merely punitive."  

Everyone has a story, and if we begin to listen to each other, we may begin to understand 
why things are as they are. 
 
That would be a good start.  



  

August 9, 2006 

Shelter From the Storm: A Children’s 
Reading Room at Family Court  
By APRIL SIMPSON 

There is almost nothing pleasant about Family Court on Lafayette Street in Lower 

Manhattan.  

Outside the courtrooms on the ninth floor sits a sterile waiting area, done in dull browns 

and holding a maze of hard, wooden benches. Its high ceilings and natural lighting do 

not make up for the bare walls and 30-year-old décor. 

What goes on in the courtrooms is usually grim. It is where children go when they are to 

be taken away from abusive parents, when grounds for neglect are to be established or 

when the children face charges of juvenile delinquency.  

Amid all this gloominess, there is at least one place where children like 23-month-old 

Ashira Anai Rivera-Patterson, whose parents are negotiating her custody, can find a few 

moments of relief. It is a reading room, colorfully furnished and lined with books the 

children can take home, and on any given day, dozens will pass through.  

“We wanted to make coming to this building a little less daunting for children who can 

be in horrible situations,” said Louise Feld, a lawyer for the Legal Aid Society, which 

provides free legal services in Family Court to residents who cannot afford to hire a 

lawyer. 

The Legal Aid Society created the reading room by converting an old storage closet. “To 

have a space that is warm, that is bright, where they get a gift, I think that helped 

assuage some of their fears,” Ms. Feld said. 

When it started more than a year ago, the room had tattered bookshelves, a shabby used 

loveseat and a thin blue carpet. Soon after Caitlin Galliker, a Legal Aid social worker 

who organized the project, asked colleagues to pitch in, the packed closet turned into a 
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child-friendly space with donations from nearby businesses.  

Now, the room has a striped multicolored couch, educational posters and a changing 

selection of books, including Dr. Seuss and Sesame Street, an illustrated encyclopedia, 

and titles for Spanish readers, too.  

As a result of the success of the reading room, Legal Aid recently opened another 

reading room at its office outside Family Court in Brooklyn, and plans to open reading 

rooms at Family Court in the other three boroughs.  

Ms. Galliker, 28, said reading rooms seemed like a good idea since she often noticed a 

lack of reading materials when she visited clients’ homes. “It’s not a day care,” Ms. 

Galliker said. “Our space is dedicated to reading and providing our clients with books.”  

On a recent morning at the Manhattan court, the scene was typical. A young couple were 

arguing loudly in the area between the waiting room and the elevators. The benches held 

dozens of people waiting for their cases to be called, a process that can drag on for 

hours.  

Every so often, Reynalda Martinez, of Washington Heights, glanced into the reading 

room to check on her 10-year-old daughter. Ms. Martinez, 45, said she was glad that her 

child, Alexia Kapetanos, was isolated from the sad faces outside.  

“Even for adults, the environment is not pleasant,” Ms. Martinez said, as Alexia scanned 

the shelves for mystery titles.  

“The cover looks very interesting, but I picked this book because September is my 

birthday,” Alexia said while holding up Nancy Star’s “The Case of the Back-to-School 

Burglar,” a story set in September.  

Sometimes, the children “walk around and hear conversations that are not pleasant and 

they see the security officers and the court officers,” said Ms. Martinez, who did not 

want to say why she was in court. “Some of them are aware of what is going on, some of 

them are not.” 

Louise Rogers, a foster grandparent from the city’s Department for the Aging, 

supervises the children in the reading room for part of the time. The children’s 

hardships — from domestic violence to dealing with foster care — distress her so much, 

she said, that she is thrilled to read to them, listen to their stories and help them identify 
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the right books for their age.  

Kayla Rosas, 7, tried to distract her 21-month old sister with a tiny alphabet book. 

“Look, L is for leopard, or lizard,” Kayla pointed out while flipping through the pages. 

Her sister, Symantha Nadal, preferred to play with puzzles and crayons.  

“She loves to read, that’s one thing I am so proud of,” said the children’s mother, 

Josefine Calcano, 36, referring to Kayla. “Where there’s a book, there’s Kayla.”  

When Ms. Calcano and her children left, Alexia had the room to herself. She picked five 

Harry Potter books from three bookshelves, and filled two plastic bags with various 

texts. She has so many books now that she has started her own home library. 
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Juvenile home wins handily 
Wednesday, August 9, 2006 

cricks@kalamazoogazette.com 388-8557 

Troubled youths will get help in a larger, modern juvenile home, thanks to strong support from Kalamazoo 
County voters, who on Tuesday approved a $28.3 million bond issue.  

The request was the third time in four years that county officials have sought a tax to replace the 70-year-
old Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home, although the previous two attempts included other, much more 
expensive criminal justice projects.  

Sixty-one percent of voters backed the request. The vote totaled 17,603-11,178 in turnout of just over 18 
percent.  

In 2002, voters defeated a proposal for a $148 million complex that included a new jail, juvenile home and 
courts. Last summer, residents turned down a $91.5 million proposal to expand the current jail and build a 
new juvenile home.  

Dan McGlinn, a Kalamazoo County commissioner who managed a citizens campaign that promoted the 
successful tax request, said this question passed because it is much less costly than the previous requests 
and voters realize the juvenile home is an aging facility originally built to be an orphanage.  

``The issues were fresh, and we also focused the millage request on a very specific issue that voters in the 
previous campaign said, `If you put just this issue on the ballot separately, we will support it,''' McGlinn said. 
``I think the voters really understood the need.''  

Some voters agreed they were sympathetic because the request focused on helping troubled youths.  

``If we are going to rehabilitate the kids, we need to have a facility that will do the job,'' said Ann Camburn, a 
57-year-old Ross Township voter who cast a ``yes'' vote for the home.  

Ray Scott, a 55-year-old resident of Oshtemo Township, also voted for the levy. He said youths in the 
juvenile home are there because they have committed serious offenses but their lives can be changed.  

``We want them to become productive people,'' said Scott, a police-liaison school officer for the Portage 
Police Department. ``They are our next generation.''  

The tax request won in the cities of Kalamazoo, Portage, Parchment and Galesburg, as well as in the 
townships of Richland, Oshtemo, Comstock, Cooper, Kalamazoo, Schoolcraft and Texas. The measure lost 
in Pavilion, Prairie Ronde, Alamo, Brady, Charleston, Climax, Ross and Wakeshma townships.  

There was no organized opposition to the question.  

The bond issue will increase taxes about $15 in 2007 for the average home, based on the county average 
market value of $138,310 and taxable value of $56,991.  
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``I'm tickled. I'm really pleased with the support of the community,'' said Frank Weichlein, juvenile-home 
superintendent.  

The new juvenile home will be located adjacent to the current facility at 1424 Gull Road. A groundbreaking 
has not been scheduled, but county officials say the project will take a maximum of 36 months to complete. 
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Voters reached out to troubled children 
Wednesday, August 9, 2006 

The third time's a charm, it appears. Kalamazoo County voters clearly were not willing to pay for a Taj 
Mahal of a criminal justice complex in 2002, or a new juvenile home bundled with an expanded jail last 
year.  

But it is clear they care about children. Overwhelmingly so. Even in parts of Kalamazoo County not 
especially amenable to the idea of property tax increases, voters were supportive of an increase to build a 
new Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home.  

Few could quibble with the need.  

The existing juvenile home on Gull Road is an antiquated mess. Parts of it date to 1936 when it was an 
orphanage, ill-equipped to deal with the kinds of juvenile offenders who are there today. There is little 
program space. There are no treatment beds for children who need more intensive therapy and who now 
are being sent at significant cost to out-of-state programs, away from their families and communities.  

The newest portion is 40 years old and decrepit.  

We believe most voters understand that a good juvenile home for young offenders is the best way to 
address juvenile crime -- by removing children from bad environments and treating them before they 
become adult offenders.  

Children are committing serious crimes at younger ages. A generation ago, the juvenile home might have 
housed status offenders.  

Today it holds those who have attempted murder, are dealing drugs or breaking into homes. They are 
enticed by local gangs or by popular culture that glorifies crime and devalues respect for others.  

The juvenile home is the community's best hope for intervening early in the lives of children who already are 
dangerously astray and whose families are unable or unwilling to set them on the right path.  

And we believe most voters recognized the price tag for a new juvenile home is quite reasonable. The vote 
will raise property taxes by 0.2654 in 2007 and an estimated 0.1728, on average, for up to 25 years. On a 
home with a market value of $138,310 and a taxable value of $56,991 -- the average value of homes in 
Kalamazoo County -- the tax increase will cost about $15 the first year.  

Kalamazoo County voters may still be skeptical about the need for expanding the county jail. And they 
certainly are not interested in paying for new court facilities.  

But when 61 percent of those who went to the polls Tuesday night voted themselves a tax increase, they 
clearly were reaching out to the troubled children of Kalamazoo County.  
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Man arraigned in sex assault 
POLICE BLOTTER 

IMLAY CITY 
THE FLINT JOURNAL FIRST EDITION 
Wednesday, August 09, 2006 

By James L. Smith 

jmsmith@flintjournal.com • 810.766.6365 

IMLAY CITY - An Imlay City man was arrested in connection with the sexual assault of his former girlfriend 
Sunday, said police Chief Arlan Winslow.  

Pedro O. Ortega, 29, was arraigned Monday by Magistrate Greg Wise on a charge of assault with intent to 
commit criminal sexual conduct and held at the Lapeer County Jail in lieu of $250,000 bond.  

Police were called to a house on Sixth Street about a tire slashing when they learned the suspect allegedly 
took his former girlfriend to a friend's mobile home on Pennel Road and assaulted her.  

Ortega was arrested at the Pennel Road residence a short time later. Almont, Dryden and state police 
assisted in the case, Winslow said.  

- James L. Smith  

***  
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August 9, 2006 
Wal-Mart lifts up the working poor 
Andrew Young 

I f we could, we'd end poverty today -- this second. Every one who wanted a job would have one. Every job 
would pay well and come with generous benefits. 

We're not there yet, but we're trying. I believe each of us has a responsibility to ensure everyone -- especially 
those in need -- has the opportunity to live a better life. Recently, I partnered with Working Families for Wal-Mart 
because the organization shares my same commitment to opportunity, empowerment and lifting up those who 
are in need. 

Like me, they've seen people from underprivileged communities leaving Wal-Mart stores with carts full of 
items they need but could not afford to buy anywhere else. Like me, they've seen economic growth spurred in 
communities by the opening of a new Wal-Mart store. 

Like me, they've seen parents who were relying on the state pull themselves out of poverty by starting a 
career and supporting their family with help from Wal-Mart -- help that comes by way of a job and by way of low 
prices. And like me, they've seen numerous charitable organizations get the support they desperately need from 
Wal-Mart. 

The truth is, more than 1.3 million Americans choose to work at Wal-Mart because the company offers 
competitive pay, affordable health benefits and the opportunity for a career. The company's average, full-time 
hourly wage of $10.11 is nearly double the federal minimum wage, and both full and part-time associates can 
become eligible for health care for as little as $11 per month in some areas. 

More than three-fourths of the company's store managers, some managing million-dollar Supercenters, 
started at Wal-Mart as hourly associates, stocking shelves, greeting customers or working the registers. More 
than 25,000 people in Chicago applied for 325 available jobs recently because they understand that Wal-Mart 
affords its associates this kind of opportunity. 

And Wal-Mart's customers are as loyal as they are numerous. More than 127 million customers visit Wal-
Mart stores in America every week. What keeps them coming back is the fact that a recent study showed Wal-
Mart saves the average American household more than $2,300 per year. 

This is welcome news to the majority of Wal-Mart's regular shoppers who, surveys confirm, have lower 
incomes and need Wal-Mart's low prices the most. Surveys also show the overwhelming majority of working 
families -- union or nonunion -- shop at Wal-Mart and think the retailer is good for their communities. 

And why wouldn't they? As the largest corporate cash contributor in the country with a presence in more than 
3,800 communities nationwide, Wal-Mart makes 90 percent of its charitable contributions at the local level, 
where they can have the most impact. The company donated more than $220 million to various causes last 
year alone and was a major force in the relief efforts following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Wal-Mart is good for America's working families. It's why I became involved with Working Families for Wal-
Mart. And it's why I'm confident that the people in Detroit who know the Wal-Mart I know will join me and 
become involved as well. 

Andrew Young, former mayor of Atlanta and U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, is chairman of Working 
Families for Wal-Mart. Mail letters to The News, Editorial Page, 615 W. Lafayette, Detroit, MI 48226, or fax them 
to (313) 222-6417 or e-mail them to letters@detnews.com. 
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�  Keep pushing wage hike  

Grand Rapids Press Letters 

August 9, 2006 

Why is it taking Congress so long to raise the minimum wage?  

Most of us in the real world know that someone making minimum wage can't even afford 
a job, can't afford the gas in the car to drive to work, can't afford insurance on the car, 
can't afford to buy a car, can't afford rent, can't afford to eat!  

It was such a low blow to link a minimum wage raise with estate tax legislation that 
would have made the rich richer and the poor poorer. The wage increase would have been 
from $5.15 to $7.25 per hour over the course of three years. That's insanity! If Congress 
had to live one year on minimum wage things would change very quickly.  

�  LISA WILDEY/Grand Rapids 
 




